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in strength of 1:1000; as a soluble urethral bougie, of 2 per cent, 
strength, and as a rectal or vaginal suppository, three-quarters of 
a grain to each suppository.— Revue Francaise de Medecine et de 
Chirurgie, 1904, No. 21, p. 501. 


OBSTETRICS. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OF 

EDWARD P. DAVIS, A.M., M.D., 

PROFESSOR OF OBSTETRICS IN THE JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE; PROFESSOR OF OBSTETRICS 
AND DISEASES OF INFANCY IN THE PHILADELPHIA POLYCLINIC; CLINICAL PROFESSOR 
OF DISEASES OF CHILDREN IN THE WOMAN’S MEDICAL COLLEGE; VISITING 
OBSTETRICIAN TO THE PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL, ETC. 


Puerperal Eclampsia Twice in the Same Patient. —In the British 
Medical Journal, June 25, 1904, McCann reports the case of a patient 
in her second pregnancy, whom he saw at seven months with highly 
albuminous urine and beginning labor with partial dilatation. She 
was soon delivered of a stillborn child. After delivery the patient had 
a most severe convulsion, from which she seemed to have died. Under 
vigorous stimulation she gradually rallied, and finally made a good 
recovery. 

The year previously, in her first pregnancy, this patient had eclampsia, 
and labor was induced at the sixth month. She had prolonged conva¬ 
lescence, with very slow return to health. In the present pregnancy 
she had been upon a restricted diet and had seemed in good health. 

Intrauterine Infection of the Fcetus in Variola. —In the British 
Medical Journal, June 25, 1904, Cowie and Forbes, of the Health 
Department of Manchester, report three cases in which newborn chil¬ 
drenwere seizeH witEK variola so Aoon after bi rth that the infection 
must have been received within the uterus. In spite of immediate 
vaccination the cases proved fatal. It is estimated that in one case 
infection occurred two or four days before birth; in another, seven 
days before birth, and in the third seven days before birth. 

The case of a patient in the seventh month of pregnancy attacked 
by variola is also reported. She was discharged from the hospital a 
month after admission. A month later her child was bora, snowed 
no signs of variola, and was successfully vaccinated. In another ease 
a five-months’ foetus was expelled in the fourth week of the mother’s 
variola, and showed no signs whatever of the infection. 

Eclampsia Treated by Thyroid Extract. — Sturmer (Journal of 
Obstetrics of the British Empire, June, 1904) describes 41 cases of 
eclampsia in the Government Hospital at Madras, India, treated by 
thyroid extract. These patients were given ten grains of thyroid extract 
as soon as admitted to the hospital, and five grains every four hours 
afterward. If the secretion of urine were scanty, saline injections were 
given, and hypodermic injections of morphine, one-half grain, were 
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also used if indicated. Under this treatment the mortality was 12.2 
per cent. Saline injections did not cause increase in the urine until 
twenty-four hours after the beginning of treatment, while the hypo¬ 
dermics of morphine caused the child to be somnolent and to breathe 
badly. 

Other treatment, in a series of 369 cases, gave a mortality of 28.7 
per cent. The mortality under the use of thyroid extract, morphine, 
and saline injections was the lowest obtained in this hospital. 

Separate Existence in the Child.— Atkinson (Journal of Obstetrics 
of the British Empire, June, 1904) discusses the question of the exact 
status of the foetus as regards its existence as a living being. The sepa¬ 
rate true existence of the child commences with the isolation of its cir¬ 
culation. This is brought about by the establishment of respiration 
or by the shrinking of the placental site in the mother’s uterus. The 
child may attain complete independence of the mother before partial 
birth. There may be a brief intramaternal phase of existence when 
the child has a separate physiological existence, but is not legally con¬ 
sidered a separate individual. The laws of most countries do not 
recognize infanticide until the child has been expelled from the body 
of the mother. The death of the foetus resulting from injury during 
labor is commonly ascribed to the accidents of labor. 


A Case of Quintuplets. —Nijhoff reports in the Zeniralblatt fur 
Gynakologie, 1904, No. 23, a case of the birth of five children. The 
mother was a healthy woman, aged thirty-four years, who seven years 
previously had given birth to a healthy male child. She had an abortion 
six months before the multiple birth. During her pregnancy the patient 
was well, but the abdomen increased rapidly in size. During a portion 
of the time there was a discharge of blood and clear serous fluid. In 
the sixth month of the pregnancy the five foetuses and placenta were 
expelled during an hour’s time. The first and second children were 
girls, the third a boy, and the fourth and fifth girls. Before the birth 
of the first and third children an amniotic sac presented. The first 
child was born in first position, vertex presentation; the second in 
footling presentation; the third in second position, vertex presenta¬ 
tion; the fourth and fifth in footling presentation, with but partial 
extension of the feet. The placenta was readily expelled fifteen 
minutes after the birth of the children by gentle pressure on the fundus 
uteri. There was considerable uterine hemorrhage during the labor, 
and clots were passed freely during the puerperal period. Aside from 
this the patient’s recovery was uneventful. 

There was but one placenta, divided into three portions of unequal 
size. The two smaller portions belonged to the third and fourth chil¬ 
dren each, the septa being composed of amnion and chorion. The 
remaining greatest portion gave nourishment to the first, second, and 
fifth children. The septa between these children were composed of 
amnion only, the umbilical cords anastomosed. The first, second, 
and fifth children were triplets; the third and fourth were duovular 
twins. 

The mother of the patient had given birth to twins, and other rela¬ 
tives had given birth to twins and triplets. In thirty collected cases 
it was found that birth usually occurred from the fourth to the sixth 
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